[Nonobstructive mesenteric ischemia--a diagnostic problem in internal intensive care].
Four cases of acute gut ischemia in elderly patients due to non-occlusive disease (NOD) are presented. Bowel necrosis occurred after episodes of hypotension in the course of myocardial infarction, arrhythmias and sepsis. Symptoms and clinical findings were blurred by the underlying extraintestinal disease. Angiography showed coexistent atherosclerosis but no occlusion of the major celiac and mesenteric vessels. At laparotomy (three cases) or autopsy (one case) extensive small and large bowel necroses were detected. Early laparotomy (possibly preceded by laparoscopy) is recommended for patients with suspected acute gut ischemia even if angiography fails to reveal occlusion of the large splanchnic arteries.